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The  Area  District  has  been  re-constituted  to  include 
Horsham  Urban,  Horsham  Rural  and  Petworth  Rural 
Districts. 


By  Order  in  Council,  No.  88325. 


This  Report,  the  third  for  the  new  arrangement  of  districts, 
represents  the  sixty-fifth  for  the  individual  areas. 
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Petworth  Rural  District 


34 
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Comewell  House, 

North  Street, 

Horsham. 

July,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
of  the  Horsham  Urban  District  Council,  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  of  the  Horsham  Rural  District  Council, 
and  of  the  Petworth  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  an  Annual 
Report  upon  the  health  of  the  above-mentioned  districts,  which 
by  Order  in  Council  No.  88325  were  re-constituted  to  form  the 
North-Eastern  Combined  Sanitarv  Districts  of  West  Sussex. 
This  report,  the  third  for  the  new  arrangement  of  districts, 
represents  the  sixtv-fifth  for  the  individual  areas.  The  Report  is 
arranged  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  Circular 
1728  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  total  area  of  the  Combined 
Districts  is  126,848  acres,  with  an  estimated  population  at 
mid-year  1938  of  45,320. 

Reference  to  the  figures  in  the  Report  indicate  that 
healthy  conditions  continue  to  prevail  in  the  area. 

An  advantage  of  the  Combined  Medical  Service 
scheme  was  made  evident  during  the  year.  During  the  interval 
between  the  resignation  of  my  predecessor,  and  the  date  when  I 
was  able  to  take  up  duty  on  November  1st,  responsibility  for 
administration  or  the  departments  was  assumed  by  Dr.  J.  L. 
Newman,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Midhurst  Rural  District 
Council,  who  also  holds  the  office  of  an  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer. 


I  have  to  acknowledge  the  helpful  and  conscientious 
service  of  all  members  of  the  Health  Departments  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  Chief  Officers  of  the  Councils.  I  am  grateful 
to  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Committees  with  whom  my 
work  is  particularly  connected,  tor  their  support  and  consideration. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  N.  MAWSON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Horsham  Urban  District,  1938. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (Acres) 

Population  at  Census,  1931 

Estimated  resident  population,  mid- 1938  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  according 
to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


1.843 

i3o5° 

14,880 

4o00 

£132,660 

£s°7 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births 


j  Legitimate 
( Illegitimate 


Still  Births 


Deaths 


TOTAL  M.  F. 


1 86 

1 2 

9s 

8 

88 

4 

|  Birth  Rate 

13-31 

10 

8 

2 

}  Rate  per  1, 
/Total  Births 

000 

48.08 

179 

94 

85 

Death  Rate 

12.03 

England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate...  1 5.1  Death  Rate  11.6 

West  Sussex  Urban  Districts  Birth  Rate...  13.00 

Death  Rate...  13.36 


Deaths  frotn  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  o 
Total  ...  o 


Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

...  O'OO 

o-oo 

...  000 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  30.30 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ...  32.26 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  00.00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  39 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  o 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — Heart  Disease,  48  ;  Cancer, 


39;  Senility,  12;  Bronchitis,  10;  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  7; 
Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  7. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Horsham  is  a  prosperous  market  and  residential  town  situated 
in  the  Weald  at  a  railway  junction,  the  shopping  ami  amusement 
centre  for  the  surrounding  populous  rural  district.  Considerable 
building  development  is  taking  place  in  and  atound  the  town, 
whose  boundaries  have  twice  been  enlarged. 

There  are  a  few  local  industries. 

Unemployment  is  now  negligible. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

i.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Urban  Authority. 

(a)  Medical. 

C.  Fraser  Brockington,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  until  September 
12th,  1938. 

J.  L.  Newman,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  d.p.h.  (Temporary). 

Kenneth  N.  Mavvson,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h..  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  part  time  with  other  districts  in  Sanitary  Combine,  and 
as  Assistant  Countv  Medical  Officer,  School  Medical  Inspector  for 
the  area.  (From  November  1st,  1938). 

(b)  Otheis. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

E.  Partridge,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.  San.  I.,  Certified  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  ;  Certified  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  Other  Foods,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

H.  W.  Simmonds,  M.S.I.A.,  Certified  Sanitarv  Inspector, 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitaiy  Inspectors’  Examination 
joint  Board  ;  Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

Clerk. 

C.  H.  Street,  C.S.I.B.,  Certified  Sanitary  Inspector  Roval 
Sanitarv  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint 
Board. 
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Surveyor. 

C.  G.  Atkinson,  F.S.I.,  Chartered  Surveyor.  M.  Inst.  M.  and 
C.Y.E  ,  Cert.  R.S.I.  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 

2.  (b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Ambulance,  jointly  owned  by  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts,  for  the  conveyance  cf  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
diseases,  was  purchased  in  1927  and  although  maintained  in  good 
running  condition  is  getting  rather  out  of  date. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

C.  1.  (i)  Water. 

No  new  source  of  supply  has  been  made,  but  during  the  year 
work  has  been  carried  out  on  the  existing  supply  which  has  given 
an  increased  quantity  in  the  yield.  All  water  is  chlorinated  before 
distribution,  and  monthly  chemical  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  are  made,  the  results  of  which  have  all  proved  satisfactory. 

(ii).  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  important  drainage  scheme  has  been  undertaken  during 
the  year,  but  small  lengths  of  sewer  have  been  laid  for  the  new 
Housing  Scheme  on  the  Brighton  Road  Estate,  The  Davis  Estates, 
and  other  short  lengths 

During  the  year  two  additional  percolating  lilters  have  been 
constructed  at  the  Sewage  Works,  and  a  Porteous  Plant  for  dealing 
with  sludge  has  been  installed,  but  the  latter  has  not  yet  been 
taken  over  by  the  Council. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

In  all  cases  where  soil  drains  are  found  to  be  connected  to 
the  rain  water  system,  disconnection  is  insisted  upon. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accomodation. 

There  are  no  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  remaining  in 
the  built-up  parts  of  the  district. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Two  rear  loading  moving  floor  freighters,  which  are  completely 
covered,  have  been  used  for  the  collection  ot  house  refuse. 

There  have  been  no  important  changes  in  the  arrangements 
for  cesspool  emptying  and  street  cleansing  during  the  year. 


7 


(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act  : — 


1.  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  333 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  : — 

1.  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  327 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspections,  etc. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  5.718 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,058 


Factories  : — 

Number  on  Register 
Bakehouses.  Number  on  Register 
,,  Basement  bakehouses 

,,  Inspections 

,,  Number  of  defects  found... 

,,  Number  of  defects  remedied 

Laundries.  Inspections 
Other  Factories.  Inspections 

,,  ,,  Number  of  defects  found 


,,  ,,  Number  of  defects  remedied 

Movable  dwellings 
Marine  Stores 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Public  House  Conveniences 
Common  Lodging  House 
Infectious  Disease. 

Visits  of  enquiry  into  Infectious  Disease 
Rooms  disinfected 
Books  disinfected 


82 

17 

1 

17 
5 
3 
3 
50 
17 
L3 
154 
1 1 

L5 

46 

2 1 

37 

26 

J54 
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Drainage,  etc. 

D  rains  tested 
Drains  re-laid 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets 
Privies  converted  to  water  closets 
Houses  connected  to  main  drainage 
Dustbins  provided 

Water. 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  wells 

Number  of  samples  condemned 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  Town’s  supply 

Female  Domestic  Servants  Registeries. 
Number  registered 
Number  of  inspections 


46 

20 

1 

1 


39 


2 

1 

52 

4 

4 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 — 


Number  of  premises  visited 

...  •  ...  • * • 

101 

Total  number  of  visits 

•••  • • •  •  •  • 

322 

Number  of  gas  rockets  used 

•  * •  •••  •  •  • 

36 

Number  of  baits  put  down 

•  •  t  •••  ••• 

1 1 ,000 

Number  of  premises  at  which  structural  work  was  done... 

16 

(iv.)  Shops  and  Offices. 
Number  of  shops  inspected 
Number  of  visits  paid 
Absence  of  W.C. 

W.C.’s  provided  ... 

Absence  of  wash  hand  basin 
Wash  hand  basins  provided 


46 

98 

3 

2 

3 
3 
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Insufficient  heating  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Heating  supplied  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

Insufficient  lighting  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lighting  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ventilation  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Certificates  of  exemption  granted  ...  ...  o 

Certificates  of  exemption  revoked  ...  ...  o 

Miscellaneous  defects  found  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  2 6 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  ...  18 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  4 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were 

used  for  camping  purposes  during  1938  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which 

licences  have  been  issued  by  the  local 

authority  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers 

resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the 
summer  season,  1938  ...  ...  8 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  electrification  of  the  railway  running  through  Horsham 
lias  improved  conditions  considerably. 

Informal  action  on  the  part  of  the  Inspectors  has  had 
satisfactory  results  in  the  case  of  smoke  nuisance  in  other  parts  of 
the  district. 
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(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Council  own  the  only  public  swimming  pool  which  is 
an  open  air  bath  situated  in  Horsham  Park. 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  the  water  is  ensured  by  a 
continuous  filtration  plant  with  a  six-hour  turnover  and  the  use  of 
a  chemical  process.  In  addition  to  daily  routine  tests  to 
enable  the  conect  chemical  treatment  of  the  water  to  be  carried 
out,  samples  are  taken  periodically  for  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examination. 

Nine  of  these  samples  were  taken  during  the  season. 


(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  visits  in  connection  with  vermin  ...  ...  151 

No.  of  Council  houses  infested  with  bed  bugs  ...  12 

No.  of  private  houses  infested  with  bed  bugs  ...  11 

No.  of  Council  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  private  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  11 


The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Council 
and  the  Cimex  process  of  fumigation  is  employed.  Zaldecide 
spraying  fluid  has  been  used  with  satisfactory  results. 


Where  thought  necessary  the  homes  and  bedding  of 
incoming  tenants  are  examined  before  taking  up  the  occupation 
of  Council  Houses,  and,  if  required,  disinfestation  is  carried  out 
before  removal  takes  places. 


4.  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  nine  Elementarv  School  Buildings,  comprising 
sixteen  departments.  The  water  supply  is  from  the  public  mains, 
and  all  Schools  are  provided  with  water  closets.  The  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  carries  out  the  Medical  Inspections  of 
the  school  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  All  cases 
of  infectious  disease  known  to  the  Head  Teacher  are 
notified  on  a  special  form  to  him,  and  a  duplicate  sent  to  the 
Sciiool  Medical  Officer. 
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HOUSING. 


i.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(r)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  ... 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 


A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


249 

634 


90 

289 

l9 


224 


200 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
lit  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  : — 


(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


B. — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 


(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  undergiound 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  1 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  29 

(11)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  32 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  188 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  18 

(c)  (ij  Number  of  cases  or  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  32 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  194 

(d)  Number  ot  formal  notices  to  abate  overcrowding 

served  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(e)  Number  of  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  25 


Total  Number  of  Houses  Erected  : — 

(a)  By  private  enterprise 

(b)  By  Local  Authority 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Visits  of  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  77 

Number  registered.  ...  ...  ..  59 

Wholesale  : — 

a.  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ..  — 

b.  Accredited  ...  ...  ..  5 

c.  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  — 

d.  Others  ...  ...  ...  5 

Retail  : — 

a.  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  5 

b.  Accredited  ...  ...  ...  3 

c.  Pasteurised  .f.  ...  ..  2 

d.  Others  ...  ...  ...  46* 

# These  figures  must  be  considered  somewhat  misleading  since  of 
46  retailers  who  have  no  designations  a  high  proportion  are 
in  fact  distributing  Accredited  Milk. 


Number  of  notices  served  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  : — 

a.  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  o 

j 

b.  Informal  ...  ...  ...  o 


•  t  • 


2 


Complied  with 

a.  Statutory 

b.  Informal 


o 
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Clean  Milk  Scheme. 

A  much  higher  standard  than  in  previous  years  came  into 
force  in  1938  under  the  Council’s  Clean  Milk  Scheme.  A  sample, 
to  count  towards  a  certificate,  must  not  contain  more  than 
20,000  bacteria  per  c.c.  and  must  not  show  the  presence  of 
B.  Coli  in  i/iooth  c.c. 

The  result  of  the  sampling  during  1938  was  satisfactory  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  figures  : — 


No.  of 
Samples 

Up  to 
Standard 

Below 

Standard 

Bacteria 

Failed  owin^  to 
B.  Coli  ‘ 

Both 

77 

64 

13 

4 

3 

6 

(83. 1 2%) 

(l6.88%) 

(5- 1 9%) 

(3-90%) 

(7-79°/ 

Twenty-hve  retailers  qualilied  for  certificates. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Slaughter  Houses. 


n 


Butchers  Shops. 
Markets. 


Total 

Number  registered 
Number  licensed 
Inspections  ... 
Defects  found 
Defects  remedied 
Inspections  ... 
Total 

Inspections  ... 


8 

6 

2 

1,424 
1 1 
10 

'54 

3 

102 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act.  1933. 

Twenty-seven  renewals  of  licences  and  two  licences  were 
./ 

granted  under  the  above  Act. 

Twenty-nine  applications  for  the  renewal  of  licences  have 
been  received  for  the  coming  year. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed. 

425 

18 

661 

1,682 

3>6l3 

Number  Inspected. 

423 

18 

654 

1,665 

3.578 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

I 

I 

3 

2 

6 

59 

6 

5 

16 

142 

i4-l8% 

38.88% 

1.22% 

1.08% 

4-13% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

2 

5 

1 

O 

16 

21 

2 

0 

O 

174 

5-43% 

38.88% 

°-I5% 

0.0% 

5-31% 

Estimated  weight  of  meat  condemned  10,986  lbs. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


With  the  exception  of  a  small  rise  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  there  were  very  few  cases  of  notifiable  disease. 
Twenty  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  and  io  of  pneumonia, 
but  there  were  no  cases  of  diptberia.  One  case  of  typhoid 
occurred,  but  it  was  found  that  the  disease  had  been  contracted 
outside  the  district. 


The  Council  make  a  grant  annually  to  the  local  Nursing 
Association  towards  the  provision  of  nursing  for  measles  and 
pneumonia. 


The  Council  are  members  of  the  Clinical  Research  Association. 
During  the  year  29  specimens  were  sent  for  the  diagnosis  of 
diphtheria  and  11  specimens  for  tuberculosis. 
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Total 

Deaths 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

CD 

65 

and 

over 

iO 

10 

CO 

0 

F-H  1— * 

kO 

F— H 

O 

rH 

- 

kO 

■<* 

CO 

Tf 

<N 

f-H 

f-H 

Under 

1 

year 

- 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

0  °  „  _  — 

C\|  »— 1 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Typhoid 

Fever 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

Ag-e  Periods  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 

Regulations. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  lias  been  taken  during  the  year  with  respect  to  the 
above,  the  necessity  not  having  arisen. 
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Horsham  Rural  District,  1938. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  79, 970 

Population  at  Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  20,710 

Estimated  Resident  Population,  mid- [938  ...  22,340 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  6,245 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^154,658 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £b\o 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


% 

TOTAL 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births!  if 

...  271 

1  19 

Birth  Rate  12.76 

( Illegitimate 

14 

1 1 

3 

j  ' 

Still  Births 

12 

6 

6 

(  Rate  per  i.ooo 
{Total  Births  40.40 

Death  Rate  12.13 

Deaths 

...  271 

140 

1 3 1 

England  and  Wales  Birth 

Rate  ...  1 

Death  Rate...  1 1.6 

West  Sussex  Rural  Districts  Birth  Rate... 

T4-77 

Death  Rate...  1 1 .40 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Deaths 

Rate  pe 

iv  1,000  Total  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

•  •  • 

3-37 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 

•  •  • 

0.00 

Total 

1 

•  •  • 

3-37 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  63.16 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ...  62.73 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births...  71.43 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  50 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  o 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — Heart  Disease,  79  ;  Cancer 
50  ;  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  13  ;  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system  11  ;  Pneumonia  (all  forms),  10;  Nephritis,  8. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

I  he  district  is  largely  agricultural  in  character  with  a  few 
country  houses;  but  in  and  around  Crawlev  and  Horsham 
“ribboning”  of  the  main  roads  is  taking  place.  There  are  two 
brickworks  and  three  small  factories. 

Unemployment  is  negligible. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

i.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical. 


C.  Fraser  Brockington,  m.a.,  m.d.,  d.p.h.,  until  September 
12th,  1938. 

J.  L.  Newman,  m.d.,  m.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  (Temporary). 

Kenneth  N.  Mawson,  mb.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  part  time  with  other  districts  in  Sanitary  Combine,  and 
as  Assistant  Countv  Medical  Officer.  School  Medical  Inspector  ior 
the  area.  (From  November  1st,  1938). 


(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

V.  Bartrim,  a.r.S.i.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
under  Building  Bye-laws.  Housing  and  Meat  Inspector  and 
Petrol  and  Carbide  Inspector. 

L.  J.  B.  Baker,  m.s.i.a.,  Sanitary  Inspector.  Housing  and 
Meat  Inspector  and  Petrol  and  Carbide  Inspector. 

J.  G.  W.  Hurst,  m.s.i.a.,  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 

i.  (1)  Water. 


During  the  year  20,308  yards  of  main  were  laid. 

The  supply  for  the  District  is  drawn  from  three  sources, 
Chanctonburv  Rural  District  Council,  Horsham  Urban  District 
Council,  and  from  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company.  Monthly 
samples  are  taken  and  tested  for  Coli  organisms  from  each  supply, 
and  full  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  are  made  every 
six  months.  The  supplies  have  proved  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 


(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  new  sewerage  disposal  works  at  Billingshurst,  under 
construction  at  an  estimated  cost  of  ^13,000,  were  nearing 
completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  were  no  extensions  of  sewerage  during  the  year. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Informal  action  has  been  taken  in  various  parts  of  the  District 
to  prevent  pollution  of  streams  and  water  courses  by  drainage  and 
overflowing  cesspools. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

Houses  along  the  line  of  the  sewage  system  are  with  few 
exceptions  connected  to  the  sewer  and  provided  with  W.C.  pans  ; 
but  in  many  villages  owing  to  absence  of  main  water,  W.C.’s 
have  not  been  provided  with  flushing  apparatus. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  further  extended  and 
now  all  parts  of  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  isolated  houses, 
are  receiving  this  service. 


The  period  of  collection  varies  from  weekly  to  fortnightly. 
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(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

1.  Informal 

2.  Formal 

Result  of  Notices  served  : — 

1.  Informal 

2.  Formal 


Inspections,  etc. 

Complaints  received  ... 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 
Re-inspections 

Workshops  : — 

Number  on  Register 
Bakehouses.  Number  on  Register 
,,  Undei  ground 

,,  Inspections 

,,  Number  of  defects  found... 

,,  Number  of  defects  remedied 

Laundries.  Inspections 
Other  Workshops.  Inspections  ... 

,,  ,,  Number  of  defects  found 

,,  ,,  Number  of  detects  remedied 

Butchers’  Shops.  Inspections 
Slaughter  Houses.  Total 

,,  ,,  Number  registered 

,,  ,,  Number  licensed 

,,  ,,  Inspections  ... 

,,  ,,  Defects  reported 

,,  ,,  Defects  remedied 


73 

67S 


1,237 


99 

20 

o 

38 

1 

2 

6 

2 

o 

o 

33 1 

M 

0 

M 

803 

1 

o 


24 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Marine  Stores 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Sewage  Works 
Under  Building  Bye-laws 
Petroleum  Acts 

Visits  of  enquiry  into  Infectious  disease 

Rooms  disinfected 

Books  disinfected 

Drains  tested 

Drains  relaid 

Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets  ... 
Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets 
Houses  connected  to  main  drainage 
Dustbins  provided 


Rat  Work  : — 

No.  of  premises  visited 
Total  number  of  visits 
No.  of  gas  rockets  used 
No.  of  baits  put  down  (tins)  ... 

No.  of  premises  at  which  structural  work  was  done  ... 
Water  : — 

New  houses  connected  to  main 
Old  houses  connected  to  main 
Samples  taken  for  analysis  ... 


(iv.)  Shops. 

Number  of  shops  inspected 
Number  of  visits  paid 
Absence  of  W.C. 

W.C.’s  provided 
Absence  of  wash  hand  basin 


•  •  • 


109 

1 

4 

229 

744 

18 

194 

35 

1 

36 

3 

8 

9 

90 


144 

l93 

218 

§5 

o 

1 14 
327 
165 


19 

37 

o 

5 

o 


•  •  • 
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Wash  hand  basin  provided  ...  ...  ...  i 

Miscellaneous  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  detects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  ...  9 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  o 


(v.)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  with  regard  to  smoke  abate¬ 
ment  during  the  year. 

(vi.)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or 
pools  open  to  the  public  in  this  area. 

(vii.)  Camping  Sites. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used  for 

camping  purposes  during  1938  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which 

licences  have  been  issued  by  the  local 

authority  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers 

resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the 

summer  season,  1938  ...  ...  5 

(viii.)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 


Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  Infested  ...  o 

Number  of  Council  Houses  Disinfested  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  Other  Houses  found  to  be  Infested  ...  1 

Number  of  Other  Houses  Disinfested  ...  1 


Method  of  Disinfestation  ...  ...  Zaldecide  Spray 

No  method  is  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of 
tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  Houses. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  a  contractor  on 
behalf  of  the  Local  Authority. 
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4.  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  twenty-two  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
District,  a  lew  of  which  are  of  modern  construction,  the  others 
being  of  varying  ages.  The  water  supply,  except  at  a  lew  Schools 
is  derived  from  wells  on  the  premises.  Pail  closets  are  usually 
provided,  although  two  Schools  still  have  privies.  The  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  carries  out  the  Medical  Inspections  of  the 
Schools  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  All  cases  of  infectious 
disease  known  to  the  Head  Teacher  are  notified  on  a  special  form 
to  him,  and  a  duplicate  sent  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  615 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,471 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  191 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  442 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  25 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  297 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  303 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

B.  —  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  o 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 


•  *  • 


o 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  vear  ...  ...  18 

j  •  •  •  • 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  18 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  161 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  o 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  49 

(d)  Number  of  dwellings  dealt  with  under  the  over¬ 

crowding  survey  ...  ...  ...  257 


Total  Number  of  Houses  Erected  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise ...  ...  ...  104 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  ROOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Visits  of  Inspection 
No.  registered.  Total 

Wholesale  : — 

a.  Tuberculin  bested 

b.  Accredited 

c.  Pasteurised 

d.  Others 

Retail  : — 

a.  Tuberculin  Tested 

b.  Accredited 

c.  Pasteurised 

d.  Others 


•••  33i 

379 

15 

88 

...  o 

276 

...  1 

. . .  4 

...  o 

...  143 
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Number  of  Notices  served  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  : — 

a.  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  o 

b.  Informal  ...  ...  ...  67 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  : — 

a.  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  o 

b.  Informal  ...  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  bacteriological  examinations  made  ...  1 

Routine  inspections  of  farms  and  dairies  under  the  Milk  and 
Dai  lies  Order  and  inspection  in  conjunction  with  the  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  County  Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Order  have  been  carried  out. 


The  West  Sussex  Countv  Council  have  now  taken  over  the 

j 

duties  of  examination  of  samples  for  bacterial  content  and  tubercle 
bacilli. 
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(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Inspected. 

170 

O 

167 

379 

2,358 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

O 

0 

3 

0 

O 

3 

0 

1 

3 

l7 

1.8% 

0.0% 

2*4% 

0 

00 

0.7  % 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7° 

2-35% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

3-35% 

3i 


Daily  inspections  are  made  of  slaughterhouses  and  meat  shops 
in  the  district. 


No  meat  marketing  scheme  under  Part  III  of  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  is  in  force  in  the  district. 


Knacker  Yards.  Total 


2 


No.  licensed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  4 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


With  the  exception  of  a  small  outbreak  of  acute  poliomyelitis, 
the  number  of  notifiable  diseases  occurring  during  the  year 
continued  to  be  very  low.  There  were  24  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 
17  of  which  were  in  Crawley,  and  only  5  cases  of  diptheria.  The 
outbreak  of  acute  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  Crawley,  9  cases 
being  notified  between  the  beginning  of  October  and  the  end  of 
November.  'Two  other  cases  were  also  notified  but  these  were 
not  in  any  wav  connected  with  those  in  Crawley. 


The  home  nursing  of  measles  and  pneumonia  by  the  West 
Sussex  Nursing  Association  has  been  continued  and  aided  bv  a 
grant  from  the  Council. 


The  District  Council  are  members  of  the  Clinical  Research 
Association,  and  during  the  year  24  specimens  were  sent  for  the 
diagnosis  of  diphtheria  and  33  specimens  for  tuberculosis. 
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Total 

Deaths 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 
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11 

5 

65 

and 

over 

- 

IO 

Tf 

hh  CM  —< 

i 

co 

^  CM  hh  »— 

0 

u-> 

CO  w-4  T—< 

0 

X  CD  - 

LO 

^  r-H  1-H 

1 

1 

CM 

CO 

CM 

N 

CM  1-H 

- 

Under 

1 

year 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Tf  ' —  10  ^  1—1  1-H 

CM  h 

4J 

CO 

>Tj 

UJ 

CO 


<D 

> 

<D 

X 

4— < 

JD 

IP 

G 

CD 

CO 


<D 

.5H 

*g 

o3 

3 

‘m 

C/3 

03 

c 

<D 

S 

O 

QJ 

X 

4-1 

g 

CD 

X 

CD 

K^> 

CD 

_a 

0 

£ 

4-» 

3 

CD 

O 

r-j 

X 

G 

cd 

3 

X 

’go 

G 

3 

CD 

G 

< 

X 

5 

X 

X 

X 

s_ 

CD 


O 
jG 

P*  > 

<D 

H  [X 

03 

S- 

03 

a 


33 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

Ag-e  Periods  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 

Regulations. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  with  respect  to 
the  above,  the  necessity  not  having  arisen. 
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Petworth  Rural  District,  1938. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,635 

Population  at  Census  ...  ...  ...  8,210 

Estimated  Resident  Population,  mid- 1938  ...  8,100 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938),  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  2,485 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^43,141 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £J&1 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


TOTAL 

M. 

F. 

Live  BirthsiPfSit‘matf  - 
Ullegitimate 

1 10 

14 

58 

6 

Birth  Rate 

1531 

Still  Births 

3 

3 

)  Rate  per  1 
°J  Total  Births 

,000 

23-62 

Deaths 

97 

49 

48  Death  Rate 

1 198 

England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate 

•  •  • 

151 

Death  Rate 

n*6 

West  Sussex  Rural  Districts  Birth  Rate  1477 

.  Death  Rate  ... 

1 1*40 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

: — 

Deaths 

Rate 

per  1,000  Total  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

• 

..  O'OO 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

0 

• 

O'CO 

Total 

0 

• 

000 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  64-52 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births...  63-64 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  71-43 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  19 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)...  ...  o 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — Heart  disease,  24  ;  Cancer, 
19;  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  11  ;  Senility,  6;  Pneumonia  (all 
forms),  3. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  district  is  agricultural  and  residential  in  character,  being 
comprised  to  a  great  extent  of  large  estates.  Fruit  farming  is  an 
important  and  growing  industry  in  the  Kirdford  area,  where  a 
fruit  packing  firm  operates. 

Owing  to  several  night  frosts  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
when  the  apple  blossom  was  on  the  trees,  there  has  been  little 
fruit  this  year,  which  has  resulted  in  a  serious  loss  of  employment 
in  the  fruit  picking  and  packing  industry. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  also  a  sharp  rise  in 
unemployment  by  those  normally  employed  in  the  building  trades. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

i.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical. 

C.  Fraser  Brockington,  m.a.,  m.d.,  d.p.h.,  until  September 
12th,  1938. 

].  L.  Newman,  m.d.,  m.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  (Temporary). 

Kenneth  N.  Mawson,  m.b.,  Ch.B.,  d.p.h.,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  part  time  with  other  districts  in  Sanitary  Combine,  and  as 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  School  Medical  Inspector  for 
the  area.  (From  November  1st,  1938). 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Norman  Green,  M.R.San.I.,  a.i.s.e.,  m.s.i.a.,  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Superintendent  of  Water  and  Sewage  Works. 

W.  Parker,  c.R.San.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Petrol  and 
Carbide  Inspector,  Water  Inspector  for  Petworth. 

(c)  Surveyor  under  Building  Bye-laws  : — 

F.  }.  Hodgson,  l.r.i.b.a.,  a. i. Struct. e.,  m.s.a.  (part  time). 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


i.  (i)  Water. 

The  comprehensive  district  water  scheme  was  not  commenced 
during  the  year  owing  to  various  delays,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  contracts  for  the  reservoir,  main-laying,  and  pumping 
machinery,  had  been  entered  into,  and  the  work  should  be  well  in 
hand  by  the  end  of  1939. 


Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
monthly  samples  of  the  water  from  the  existing  water  undertaking 
were  commenced  in  June,  and  submitted  for  B.Coli  test.  In  July 
an  adverse  report  was  received  and  the  Medical  Officer 
recommended  chlorination.  A  chlorinating  plant  was  obtained 
and  set  working  on  the  17th  August,  the  dose  being  0.2  parts  per 
million,  and  has  proved  effective. 


A  number  of  samples  were  taken  to  trace  the  source  of 
contamination  and  this  was  subsequently  found  to  be  No.  2  spring, 
the  flow  from  which  had  dropped  to  a  mere  trickle. 


The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  asked  to  consider 
the  matter  and  make  recommendations  which  they  subsequently 
did.  Their  recommendations  were  to  cut  off  the  No.  2  Spring 
from  the  supply  and  make  better  provision  for  the  fencing  of  the 
area  around  the  springs,  with  a  view  to  safe-guarding  the  supply 
against  contamination  from  human  and  animal  agencies. 


Meanwhile  further  samples  showed  that  the  water  from  the 
Spring  Head  was  also  contaminated  and  as  this  was  the  main 
source  of  water,  it  was  decided  to  rely  on  chlorination  to  ensure  a 
safe  supply. 


Negotiations  with  the  owner  of  the  land  near  the  Springs  were 
commenced  regarding  the  fencing  and  possible  purchase  of  such 
land,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  these  negotiations  were  still  in 
progress. 


One  extension  of  the  water  mains  was  made  during  the  year, 
about  700  yards  of  3  inch  spun  iron  main  being  laid  to  serve  the 
new  Council  Housing  Estate  at  Hampers  Green,  Petworth. 
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In  the  interests  of  health  in  the  matter  of  avoiding  contamina¬ 
tion,  some  of  the  ball  valve  lire  hydrants  were  converted  to  spring 
loaded  valves  during  the  year,  and  these  having  now  been  proved 
satisfactory  in  use  by  the  Fire  Brigade,  and  others  concerned,  the 
Committee  will  be  asked  to  convert  the  remainder  during  1939. 
All  new  fire  hydrants  fixed  are  of  the  sluice  valve  type. 

Some  shortage  of  water  was  again  experienced  during  the 
drought  period  and  several  householders  arranged  with  the 
haulage  contractors  to  fetch  water  from  the  Petworth  supply,  to 
which  the  Committee  freely  consented  upon  the  payment  of  a 
small  charge. 


(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  improvement  of  the  Northern  Sewage  Outfall  Works  of 
the  Petworth  sewerage  system  was  completed  in  March.  The 
works  were  originally  planned  to  have  two  filter  beds>  one  to  be 
put  down  at  the  time  of  the  improvement,  and  the  other  when  any 
additional  houses  were  built  on  the  Hampers  Green  Housing 
Estate.  This  meant  that  until  the  second  filter  was  constructed 
the  original  one  would  be  slightly  overloaded. 

The  Council  decided  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to  build  a 
further  30  houses  on  the  Estate,  therefore,  a  second  filter  bed 
should  be  constructed  in  the  near  future  to  deal  with  the  increased 
sewage  flow. 

A  sewerage  scheme  for  Bury  was  planned  during  the  year 
and  will  probably  be  commenced  during  1939. 

A  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  the  Southern  Outfall  Wor^s 
of  the  Petworth  sewerage  system  was  also  planned  during  the 
year,  and  it  is  to  be  considered  by  the  Council  during  the  next 
financial  year. 

A  request  was  received  by  the  council  during  the  year  from 
the  Boxwood  Parish  Council,  asking  that  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  drainage  conditions  at  Loxwood,  with  a  view  to  a 
sewerage  scheme  being  provided. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  was  asked  to  report  upon  the  con¬ 
ditions  prevailing  in  the  village,  and  reported  to  the  Council  in 
October.  They  decided  to  defer  the  matter  until  a  piped  water 
supply  had  been  provided  in  the  village. 

No  further  developments  took  place  during  the  year. 
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2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  provision  of  proper  drainage  to  cottages  within  the 
District  has  proceeded  throughout  the  year. 


The  completion  of  the  Northern  Sewage  Outfall  Works  has 
improved  the  condition  of  an  important  stream. 


In  May,  upon  receipt  cf  a  complaint,  the  pollution  of  a  stream 
at  Bignor  and  Westburton  was  investigated,  and  tne  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  reported  on  this  and  suggested  methods  by 
which  the  pollution  might  be  overcome.  The  pollution  was  due 
to  the  discharge  of  untreated  sewage  from  Bignor.  It  was 
reported  that  the  stream  had  been  diverted  onto  meadow  land, 
and  that  therefore,  there  was  no  nuisance  at  Westburton  and  the 
Council  took  no  action  at  that  time.  Later  in  the  vear,  a  further 
complaint  was  received,  and  the  Council  having  another  report 
before  them  decided  to  instal  a  temporary  settling  tank  at  Bignor. 
This  work  was  about  to  begin  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


3.  (i)  Closet  Accomodation. 

A  few  conversions  from  pail  closets  to  water  closets  were 
made  during  the  year  in  the  unsewered  areas  as  a  result  of 
reconditioning  works  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


In  the  sewered  area,  two  cottages  with  pail  closets  remain. 
The  level  of  the  cottages  is  too  low  to  allow  of  convenient 
connection  to  the  public  sewer. 

One  large  private  house  hitherto  on  a  cesspool  system  was 
connected  to  the  public  sewer  during  the  year. 


Number  of  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  svstem  : — 


1934  ...  o 

1935  ...  o 

1936  ...  14 

T937 
T938 


5 
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3.  (ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

A  refuse  collection  service  covering  all  accessible  parts  of 
the  District  was  commenced  in  April. 


The  frequency  of  collection  varies,  being  twice  weekly  in 
the  central  areas  of  Petworth,  once  weekly  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  town,  fortnightly  in  the  greater  proportion  of  the  district, 
and  monthly  in  a  few  isolated  parts. 


The  refuse  dumps  which  had  been  previously  provided  and 
emptied  by  the  Council  were  dismantled  with  the  exception  of 
two  whicti  were  left  for  the  convenience  of  people  living  in 
inaccessible  parts. 

The  burning  of  combustible  refuse  in  an  incinerator  at 
the  ret  use  pits  was  continued,  and  the  ashes  were  removed 
for  brickmaking.  Tins  and  bottles  are  tipped  crude  into 
a  disused  stone-pit  and  covered  with  builders’  rubbish  and 
soil  when  available. 


The  Council  have  not  undertaken  the  emptying  of  cesspools. 


(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

1.  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

2.  Statutorv  ...  ...  ..  ...  o 

Result  of  Notices  served  : — 

1.  Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


Inspections,  etc. 

Complaints  received  ... 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 
Re-inspections 


9 

159 

294 


•  • 


•  •  • 
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Factories  : — 

Number  on  Register. 

(a)  Where  mechanical  power  is  used  ...  26 

(b)  Where  mechanical  power  is  not  used  ...  27 

Bakehouses.  Number  on  Register  ...  ...  16 

,,  Underground  ...  ...  ...  o 

,,  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  44 

,,  Number  of  defects  found...  ...  3 

,,  Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  3 

Laundries.  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Factories.  Inspections  ...  ...  58 

,,  ,,  Number  of  defects  found  ...  1 

,,  i ,  Number  of  defects  remedied  ...  o 

Butchers’  Shops.  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  268 

Slaughter  Houses.  Total  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  Registered  ...  ...  ..  6 

,,  ,,  Licensed  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  148 

,,  ,,  Defects  reported  ...  ...  o 

,,  ,,  Defects  remedied  ...  ...  o 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  45 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  46 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Sewerage  ...  ...  ...  ...  195 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  904 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 
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Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  90 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  69 

Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets...  ...  ...  1 

Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  ...  ...  o 

Pail  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets  ...  ...  5 

Houses  connected  to  main  drainage  ...  ...  26 

Water  : — 

Certificates  granted  in  respect  of  new  houses  ...  8 

New  houses  connected  to  main  supply  ...  ...  25 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  (excluding  samples  from 

public  supplies)  ...  ...  ...  22 

Samples  condemned  ...  ...  ...  13 

Visits  of  enquiry  into  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  8 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Miscellaneous  visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Disease  16 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

Number  of  shops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Offices  inspected  ...  ...  o 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  in  the  district  used  for 

camping  during  1938  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  sites  in  the  district  licensed  (Public 

Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269)...  ...  1 

(3)  Estimated  number  (maximum)  of  campers 

resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the 
summer  season,  1938  ...  ...  120 
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(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 


There  is  no  industry  in  this  District  which  uses  steam  power 
or  other  industrial  process  likely  to  cause  a  nuisance  from 
smoke,  etc. 


(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Fools. 


'There  is  no  public  swimming  bath  in  the  area.  A  pond 
in  Petworth  Park  is  used  occasionally  for  swimming  purposes,  but 
most  of  the  bathing  in  the  summer  months  takes  place  in  the 
River  Rother  at  a  point  where  a  weir  dams  the  water  for  Coulter- 
shaw  Mill. 

No  tests  of  the  water  at  either  place  have  been  made. 


(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 


No  cases  of  houses  infested  with  bed  bugs  were  found  or 
reported. 

No  examination  of  furniture,  etc.,  is  undertaken  before  or 
after  tenants  move  into  Council  houses. 


SCHOOLS. 


There  are  thirteen  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district, 
many  of  which  are  old  and  of  unsatisfactory  type.  The  water- 
supplies,  except  at  Petworth,  are  obtained  from  wells  on  the 
premises.  At  Petworth  trough  water  closets  are  provided,  in  the 
other  schools  earth  pail  closets.  New  schools  are  contemplated 
in  the  near  future  at  Petworth.  The  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  carries  out  the  Medical  Inspections  of  the  Schools  as 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  known  to  the  Head  Teacher 
are  notified  on  a  special  form  to  him,  and  a  duplicate  sent  to  the 
School  Medical  Officer. 


HOUSING. 


i.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  :  — 


(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 


97 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  87 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  381 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  79 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  115 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  2 

(2 )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  2 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 
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C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  1 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act. 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  . ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  o 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 


of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  6 

(lii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  49 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  o 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  o 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  tiie  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  o 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  143 

Wholesale  : — 

a.  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  3 

b.  Accredited  ...  ...  ...  33 

c.  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  o 

d.  Others  ...  ...  ...  107 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  951 

Dairymen  (Retail)  : — 

Number  on  register  ...  ...  ...  55 

a.  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  o 

b.  Accredited  ...  ...  ...  13 

c.  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  1 

d.  Others  ...  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  367 


Number  of  notices  served  under  Milk  and 

a.  Statutory 

b.  Informal 

Complied  with  : — 

a.  Statutory 

b.  Informal 


Dairies  Older,  1926  : — 

•  •  •  •  •  •  I 

•••  33 

•  •  •  •  •  •  I 

30 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Butchers  shops  and  other  places  where  lood  is  prepared  or 
sold  are  inspected  frequently.  The  meat  sold  in  this  District  is 
mostly  local  or  National  Mark,  and  is  of  a  high  quality.  A  small 
proportion  of  imported  lamb  is  also  sold. 

No  meat  marking  scheme  is  in  force. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed. 

334 

— 

76 

M 

00 

** 

►H 

973 

Number  Inspected. 

162 

— 

41 

529 

576 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

_ 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

o*52% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

Nil 
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(f)  Shell-fish  (molluscan). 


There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  District. 


Shell-fish  marketed  within  the  District  are  derived  from  : — 


Oysters  ...  Whitstable 

Mussels  ...  - 

Escallop  ...  Irish  and  French  coasts. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Very  few  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurred.  There 
was  only  one  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  three  cases  of  diphtheria. 


The  home  nursing  of -measles  and  pneumonia  by  the  West 
Sussex  Nursing  Association  has  been  continued  and  aided  by  a 
grant  from  the  Council. 


The  District  Council  are  members  of  the  Clinical  Research 
Association,  and  during  the  year  20  specimens  were  sent  for  the 
diagnosis  of  diphtheria  and  2  for  tuberculosis. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

Age  Periods  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 

Regulations. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  with  respect  to 
the  above,  the  necessity  not  having  arisen. 
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